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Abstract: Spodoptera frugiperda is a global major migratory pest invaded China in 2019 for the first time. In the progress of investigating the occur-
rence scope and harm of Spodoptera in Tibet, it was found that local farmers and technical staff easily confused the larvae and adults of Spodoptera fru-
giperda with three kinds of lepidopterous pest such as slime worm, bollworm and Spodoptera. In order to distinguish the noctuid moth and other rela-
tive species of noctuidae, four species of noctuidae pests were compared in terms of host plants, damage, larval and adult characteristics. The charac-
teristics of four insect pests in larval stage were easy to distinguish from three other lepidoptera pests. The key characteristics of Spodoptera exigua
were summarized in order to provide basis for field investigation and monitoring.
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